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by Anna Cunningham

 Shaler Area High School is hosting the Allegheny Valley Honors Band festival on January 29 and 30. This 
festival brings together talented musicians from 8 schools in the Allegheny Valley area. The students will practice 
together for two days and put on a concert on the second night. 

  Fox Chapel, Hampton, North Allegheny, North Hills, Northgate, Pine-Richland, Riverview and Shaler are 
the schools participating in the festival. Students in grades 7-12 auditioned in November for the band. Grades 7-9 
participate in the Junior High band, and grades 10-12 participate in the Senior High band. 

 The larger schools of the Allegheny Valley take turns hosting the festival over the years. Shaler last hosted 
in 2006.

Hundreds of students auditioned in November at Northgate High School for the chance to be in the band. Of 
those, 17 Shaler students were chosen. 14 of these will participate in the Senior High band: Aimee Everett, Re-
nee Wanovich, Margaret Gerthoffer, Karen Raines, Nathaniel Cavlovic, Derek Fuhrman, Anthony Imhof, Adam 
Bleil, Julie Everett, Michelle Benna, Nick DeBortoli, Jake Stretch, Matthew Fuhrman, and Aiden Brooks. Michael 
Chaney, Peter Moorey, and Jacob Aufman were chosen for the Junior High band. 

 “It is an honor to be selected into this band. These students will be performing advanced, college level mu-
sic. They will also get to work with amazing guest conductors,” Mr. George Tepshich, band director at Shaler, said. 

 Anthony Imhof, a senior, has been selected to be the principle chair for trumpet I.
 “It’s a major accomplishment. Even if I made a lower chair it still would have been an accomplishment,” he 

said. “There are so many instrumentalists that auditioned that you can’t help feeling excited to be a part of something 
so big.”

 The Senior High band will be conducted by Mr. Samuel Hazo, a world renowned composer and conductor. 
Mr. Robert K. Matchett will conduct the Junior High band. 

Shaler to host AV Honors Band next week

by Anna Cunningham

On January 9 and 10, Shaler 
Area high school hosted the PMEA 
District Choir festival. The school 
welcomed students from 52 differ-
ent schools within the district. These 
students practiced together for two 
days and put on a concert on Friday, 
January 10. 

PMEA stands for Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association. The 
association runs musical festivals 
similar to how WPIAL competitions 
are run. There are three categories: 
choir, band, and orchestra.

Shaler is part of District 1. Dis-
trict 1 includes all schools from Al-
legheny, Washington, Greene, Fay-
ette, and Westmoreland Counties.

The first level of competition 
is the district level. 52 schools sent 
students to audition for one of the 
180 spots in the choir. After these 
auditions, the district level concert 
is put on. 15 Shaler students made 

the district choir: Romina Cuglieri, 
Alexa Boehler, Natalie Townsend, 
Kyrie Lubawy, Trisha Pipchok, Jess 
Dorow, Tori Lorenz, Zak Marshall, 
Thad Piett, Kenny Trush, Steven 
MacDonald, Adam Kirasic, Jordan 
Schrieber, Justin Vorp, and Jake 
Stretch.

Guest director Mr. Robert Kurth, 
assistant director of choral organiza-
tions at Duquesne University led the 
choir this year.

“The opportunity to work with 
director Robert Kurth was very edu-
cational because he taught us about 
parts of the voice that I didn’t know 
about,” junior Jordan Schreiber said. 

Shaler was lucky to have the 
chance to host the festival this year. 

“I volunteered at last year’s Dis-
trict Chorus to host the festival. The 
administration supported my deci-
sion and we were lucky enough to 
have the facilities,” Shaler Choir Di-
rector Ms. Kristin Demsey said.

During their time here, the stu-

dents auditioned for the next level of 
choir, the Region Chorus. This festi-
val will take place at Blackhawk high 
school in February. The students that 
make the Region choir will have the 
chance to audition for the All-State 
Chorus that will be held in Hershey, 
PA, later this year. 

Overall, the District Chorus con-
cert was a success. 

“It was really cool to meet kids 
from different schools and when it 
all came together it was amazing,” 
senior Adam Kirasic said. 

The talent of the students in the 
choir was obvious to anyone listen-
ing. 

“It was really cool how there 
were kids from so many schools and 
you’d never met them but you had 
that one thing in common. In a mat-
ter of two days we could put on this 
concert that sounded like we’d been 
together for months,” senior Jess 
Dorow said. 

PMEA District Choir concert unites students from 5 counties
Shaler hosts band and choir concerts

District Chorus and Director Mr. Robert Kurth (Kristin Demsey)

by Emily Daquelente

During the week of January 6 a new type 
of program began at Shaler Area High school 
called RAINS week. RAINS was started by 
junior, Madi McIntyre with the help of other 
Youth Advocacy members.

RAINS stands for Rape and Abuse Ignit-
ing New Solutions. Sport teams, clubs and 
health classes around the high school chose 
a type of abuse, researched the statistics and 
then displayed their findings on any type of 
shape that pertained to rain. The types of 
abuse included drug facilitated violence, as-
sault, death by violence, incest, sexual ex-
ploitation, sex trade, rape, stalking, and sex-
ual violence against the LGBTQ community. 
Each group was then assigned a hallway in 
the school to display statistics for the rest of 
the student body. 

“I believe that it benefits victims of these 
issues along with the whole school. It pro-
vides an opportunity for everyone to become 
more aware of these serious issues and do 
something to stop them. I felt the need to 
bring this stuff to everyone’s attention be-
cause I feel that it is an issue that people are 
afraid to talk about,” McIntyre said. 

On January 9 and 10, a RAINS booth 
was set up during all lunch periods to pro-
vide students with information and give them 
a chance to sign a pledge vouching to help 
put an end to sexual violence. Pamphlets and 
cards were available with helpline numbers, 
websites, safety tips, and motivational state-
ments. 

“Be treated with respect, set limits, and 
say no at any time, leave at any time,” one 
statement read. 

The RAINS booth was a success as many 
people signed the pledge. Unfortunately the 
displays in the halls may not have been as 
effective as McIntyre and other Youth Advo-
cacy League members had hoped for. 

“I am sure they had good intentions when 
they put these statistics up all over the school 
but a lot of them were very vague that I did 
not understand them, and some facts were 
displayed on rainbows which did not give 
them the appearance of a serious issue. Also 
I am not sure how comfortable I would feel 
if I were a victim of sexual violence myself 
and had to walk through the halls surrounded 
by statistics,” senior Emily Fenton said.

Many students appeared to have the 
same opinion. Sexual violence is a severe 
and sensitive issue that needs to be brought 
to peoples’ attention in a careful manner. 
McIntyre plans to continue RAINS next 
school year making corrections to the pro-
gram in order to reach out to more victims of 
sexual violence and those who want to help 
with the cause. 

“As it being the first time we have done 
this there are some things to work out for 
next year, but we received a lot of positive 
feedback,” McIntyre said. 

RAINS week 
supports victims 
of rape and abuse

Cont. on page 6
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by Emily Daquelente

At this point in time of the 
school year seniors are coming to 
the realization that the “real world” 
is right around the corner. Levels 
of stress and confusion are at an all 
time high as the graduation date ap-
proaches.

Teachers and parents all hope 
that they have prepared their kids 
and students well enough for col-
lege or whatever the future may be. 
However it seems that many high 
school graduates find themselves 
completely unprepared for what is 
to come once they enter the “real 
world.”

“In high school they hold your 
hand, college you are on your own. 
Teachers do not explain what cer-
tain majors really are or what you 
can do with them,” Shaler graduate, 
Candace Grogg, who is now an en-
gineer major with an internship at 
Curtis Wright, said.

“I never thought I would go into 
engineering but turns out I never re-
ally knew what it was until I was in 
college,” Grogg said. 

College is a decision that affects 
peoples’ entire lives, for the rest of 
their lives; high school does not 
stress that.

There are countless careers 
and job fields that the average high 
school student is unaware of. When 
a senior or junior is asked what he 
or she want to do after high school 
the answers are all so common. 
High school gives a broad descrip-
tion of careers or majors but once 
college is introduced the variety of 

jobs increases drastically. 
If high school students were to 

be given more in depth information 
on all the job fields that are out there 
it could save students and parents a 
lot of money and time. College is 
money and how a student spends 
time in college is important, and no 
one wants to waste time or money.  
Most college students will switch 
majors, or even transfer schools be-
cause their interests change as they 
discover the countless possibilities 
colleges have to offer. 

Growing out of one thing and 
becoming more interested in some-
thing else is bound to happen as per-
son matures. However the earlier a 
person is given the information the 
earlier he or she will be able to de-
cide what their passion is and what 
to pursue a career in. 

High school education is valu-
able but more guidance or including 
some type of college prep course 
which would give students the op-
portunity to explore different ma-
jors along with financial aspects 
could be greatly beneficial. 

“I did not really understand the 
college process and what my options 
were, all of my friends with older 
siblings were way ahead,” Shaler 
graduate, Dave Beddard said. 

The new senior projects that be-
gan with the 2014 graduating class 
appear to be a step in the right direc-
tion. It requires researching a career 
and job shadowing, but with college 
being such an important aspect of 
life in today’s society, students need 
all of the guidance they can get to 
be able to reach their full potential.

by Anthony Imhof 

The school bell is a very important, every day as-
pect that students and teachers need to function prop-
erly. It dismisses students from class, it lets teachers 
know who is on-time and who is late to their classes, 
and most importantly, it wakes me up when I sleep 
during class. Recently at Shaler Area High School, 
where “change” seems to be the theme this year, new 
audio tracks can be heard replacing the standard bell 
sound that we all knew and loved. 

At the beginning of this year, we were all sur-
prised at 7:05 when an alarm-like sound dismissed 
us. Sure it was different, but it got the job done and 
was also loud enough to wake up sleeping students. 
In fact, I’m quite positive that is the exact reason why 
central office selected the alarm audio: to wake up 
napping students. As months passed on, we all be-
came accustomed to the new bell, and eventually 
thought nothing of it.

After returning from the seemingly short holiday 
break (thanks teachers), students were once again 
shocked with an even more peculiar bell audio. It re-
sembled the sound of a door bell, or the ringing noise 
that sounds on a plane signaling passengers to fas-
ten their seat belts. Why were students shocked? It’s 
not because the bell is annoying; it’s actually quite 
calming. I’m sure central office selected this audio 

because of its soothing sound. However, this bell has 
one major flaw: it’s way too quiet. There was no way 
this bell could possibly wake up sleeping students. 
I tested this theory in calculus. The results were as 
expected: the quiet bell was unable to wake me up. 
Did central office select the audio to relieve stress, or 
does the new bell have other reasons behind its selec-
tion? Other theories include (in no particular order):

Central Office wants students and teachers to be 
“welcoming.”

The office wants to remind lonely students what 
it sounds like to have someone visit them.

The office wants the new Shaler motto to be 
“Opening the Door to All” (“pride, respect, and hon-
or” just wasn’t cutting it).

Teachers were jealous of Mr. Shannon’s door-
bell; now they all have one.

The office wants to mentally prepare students 
for all of the solicitors and Jehovah-witnesses that 
they’ll have to deal with throughout their lives.

While all of these theories seem reasonable, 
there’s one theory that I can’t seem to get out of my 
head. Perhaps central office selected this bell in an ef-
fort to attack resting students. Perhaps they knew this 
bell would be incapable of waking students up, forc-
ing them to be late to their next class and ultimately 
receiving detention. Maybe I’m being paranoid. It’s 
just a theory, but someone really should look into it; 

I can’t afford anymore detentions.
After a week or two of being dismissed by a 

doorbell, students were yet unsurprisingly surprised 
yet again by another audio sound. This bell can only 
be described as the beeping you hear when a sub-
marine is diving. Why was it picked to replace the 
doorbell? Theories include:

Some teacher has always dreamed of sailing in a 
submarine; this is as close as he or she will ever get 
to accomplishing this dream.

Central Office likes to reenact scenes from 
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.”

A teacher tried and failed to be a submarine cap-
tain; this is how they deal with their failure.

The submarine sound goes hand-in-hand with 
the schools lack of windows; it feels like we’re in 
a tin can 20,000 leagues under the sea, and now it 
sounds like it too.

I don’t know why Central Office is changing the 
bell sounds. Maybe they’re testing students on how 
well they deal with change? Maybe they want to see 
how the different bells affect students? Whatever the 
reason is, one thing is for sure: students are yet again 
the lab rats of an experiment that probably won’t 
even help students in the end. I guess the real ques-
tion is “what bell audio will be next?” Let’s just be 
thankful it’s not the creepy turkey-gobble. 

What The Heck: New bell system

Are high school students 
prepared for “real world”?

by Sara Gaskill

The decision for college isn’t something that I thought needed time. I “knew” 
where I wanted to go, until now, when I actually have to make a decision. Let me 
tell you, it sucks.

The first step of college seeking is finding schools that actually have your ma-
jors. If you’re like me who wants to do a double major, it’s hard to find a school that 
actually offers both. You go on this big journey trying to get in touch with schools 
to see how well their programs are to only get the same reply from several different 
schools.

 Also, I’m not trying to be just a “number.” Therefore, the next step in the pro-
cess is trying to find a strategy you want to go with. Pick where you get the most 
financial aid. Get as far away from your parents as possible, or stay as close to the 
family as possible. 

None of these are really good tactics, maybe the financial aid part, but still who 
knows the first step in the process of elimination. It doesn’t help that no college 
helps to guide you in the right direction. They each say the same thing that doesn’t 
stand out from the rest. “We’re one of the best colleges that offer that major. If you 
pick us, you’ll succeed in the most utter ways.” Then they spam your email with 
“We want you!” or “We see you as a great candidate” every day.  How about give 
me some time to consider you without feeling pressured. 

Once you actually take some time to consider a few schools, it comes down to 
college visits. That’s when you realize all the little details that you didn’t before. Do 
they have a laundry machine that I don’t have to pay for? Do I get to have my own 
private bathroom?  Do you have a student help section? Not every college offers 
these things. Therefore, you might be paying more then you expected.

This then leads to the last step of the process, which is setting your mind at ease.  
You have to be happy at where you attend; you can’t have your parents deciding for 
you. Stop procrastinating, and do a little research. Get your gears grinding and do 
what’s best for you.

College advice to consider
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by Emily Matthews 

On December 17 Heath-
er Abraham, a reporter for 
KDKA News, came to Shaler 
Area High School to talk to 
Mr. Myers’  video production 
classes. She was a part of the 
first episode of SATV in the fall 
of 2001 and graduated from 
Shaler in 2002. Participating in 
SATV helped Abraham decide 
that she wanted to become a 
news reporter. 

“Mr. Lee Myers was a 
major reason why I pursued 
reporting!  He encouraged me 
and pushed me to continue on with broadcasting,” 
Abraham said. “I owe a lot to Mr. Myers for his guid-
ance and support.”

After high school, Abraham went to West Vir-
ginia University to study broadcast news. While in 
college, she took part in WVU News, the Universi-
ty’s broadcast news show. Her experience with WVU 
News helped her prepare for her career after college. 

“A lot of the work that we were doing for our sto-
ries that we were putting together for the show were 
outside of class, and we had to use our own time,” 
Abraham said.

WVU also gave her insight into what the news 
world expected from her as a reporter.

“The one day I showed up with red nail polish 
on. I was anchoring that day, and [the professor] 
freaked out. She said that it wasn’t professional to 
wear red nail polish and that I should have a clearer 
color on my nails. Everyone’s different. It really de-
pends on where you work and what kind of rules they 
have,” Abraham said. “Sometimes it’s really difficult 
because, as a woman, it really does matter what you 
look like and how you present yourself. If your hair 
is a mess, then you won’t come across as being pro-
fessional or if you have tight clothing on, then you 
won’t come across as being professional, so every-
thing comes into play with your looks.”

After she graduated from WVU, Abraham was 

eager to get her career started. 
“I was really excited to get out 

there and really start my career,” she 
said.

Her excitement led her to New 
York City. For about four years, she 
worked for News 12 Brooklyn as a 
backpack journalist, meaning she had to carry all of 
her equipment, focus the camera, and shoot her own 
stories every day. She enjoyed working in New York 
City but always had plans to return to her hometown.

“I was determined to get back to Pittsburgh, as 
much as I loved New York City,” Abraham said.

When she got back to Pittsburgh, she got a job 
with KDKA, where she has been working for over 
three years now. Every day, she reports during seven 
live shots between 4:30 and 8:00 in the morning. 

“I wake up at 2:15am every morning, stand in 
the freezing cold, rain and sleet, stomp through flood 
waters, and stand feet away from burning buildings,” 
she said.  “While all of that may turn some off, it ex-
cites me.  I never know what tomorrow will bring or 
who I’ll meet.”

Abraham has reported on a variety of topics for 
KDKA, from crime scenes to opening day at PNC 
Park. Sometimes, the areas she is in and the stories 
she covers put her in seemingly unsafe situations.

“I’ve never really felt threatened, but over the 
summer there was an incidence where there was a 

shooter they were looking for. It was an active 
search,” Abraham said. “Police thought he could 
have been on a rooftop. He wound up not being in the 
area, but for probably about two hours they weren’t 
sure where he was, and the police were scared. You 
could hear it in their voice, they weren’t sure.” 

While some of her stories seem dangerous, oth-
ers offer her a more light-hearted and fun experience.  
She said that one of her favorite experiences so far 
was getting the chance to fly with the Blue Angels, 
the U.S. Navy flight demonstration squadron.

“Getting to fly with them and being up over 
Pittsburgh and Westmoreland County – it was really 
neat,” Abraham said.

Abraham found a career that she really enjoys, 
and she advises students to try to do the same.

“Pick a career that doesn’t really feel like work. 
I mean, sometimes I hate getting up at two o’clock in 
the morning,” Abraham said. “I hate going in, but I’ll 
cover an amazing story one day and it will make ev-
erything worth it. You want to make sure that you’re 
finding a career that makes you happy.” 

Shaler Alumna Visits Video Production Classes

Heather Abraham (KDKA)

by Anthony Imhof

When choosing an elective, students have a large variety of classes to choose 
from. With all the different choices, ranging from metal tech to sociology, picking 
an elective can be a difficult process. Students may choose an elective based on 
their interests, whether that be music or journalism, or they may choose based on 
what career they wish to pursue.

However, if you’re looking for an elective that teaches you information that 
affects your everyday life and allows you to partake in unique and fun hands-on 
activities while giving you a chance to receive benefits for college, look no fur-
ther; Anatomy and Physiology offers all of these aspects and more to create one 
interesting elective that all students of Shaler Area High School should consider 
taking. 

According to Mr. Tim Taylor, the teacher of the honors elective, anatomy and 
physiology is the study of the structures of the body, as well as the functions of 
those structures. That being said, students should be prepared to study basically 
every organ system in the body. 

“Essentially, Anantomy and Physiology is the “what” and “how” of our bod-
ies,” Mr. Scott Krenn, the teacher of the CP elective, said. 

What makes this class interesting is that you get to learn things about your 
body that you never knew before. You’ll begin to make connections between 
what you do and how your body reacts. After taking this class, you can apply this 
knowledge to everyday life. You can use it to avoid things that make your body 
sick, or help others figure out what is making their body react a certain way, and 
so on. Giving students this understading of the body is Taylor’s favorite aspect 
of the class.

“My favorite part about teaching this class is that we get to cover a lot of 
really odd things about the body, and it’s pretty fun to open up that window of 
understanding to students. People don’t understand why certain things happen to 
their body or why they feel certain ways, and then all of the sudden they make 
these connections,” Taylor said. 

Understanding the structures of your body is an important lesson that needs 
to be learned, and what better way to learn that than through dissections? Another 

unique and fun aspect of this class is the hands-on-activities and labs. 
“Most lab days involve dissection of model animals like rats, cats, and fetal 

pigs. Some dissections are specific organs such as sheep brains and cow bones,” 
Krenn said. 

The class strays away from textbooks and lecture notes, allowing for an ef-
fective and efficient, not to mention fun, way to teach students the structures of 
the body and their functions. 

“Dissecting a specimen in order to tangibly see and feel what certain bones, 
muscles, and organs are like is the most hands on learning that can exist,” Krenn 
said. 

If important information and animal dissections are not appealing enough to 
take the elective, the honors class also offers college credits to students interested 
in attending Carlow University. By enrolling in the college/high school program, 
students will be able to receive up to eight credits. The program is divided by se-
mester, four credits for Anatomy and Physiology One in the fall, and four credits 
for Anatomy and Physiology Two in the spring semester. Each semester course 
costs only 200 dollars, meaning that each credit only costs 50 dollars, which is a 
very good deal. 

For students not interested in enrolling in the program, anatomy and physi-
ology still offers benefits for college. Students who are interested in pursuing a 
major in biology or psychology will most likely need to take an anatomy and 
physiology course in college. Students who were already introduced to this infor-
mation in high school will be more prepared for their courses in college. 

Anatomy and Physiology teaches students about the structures of the body, 
as well as how those structures function, but the class offers much more than just 
this information. Understanding how your body functions, being aware of what 
affects your body, participating in one-of-a-kind labs, and receiving potential col-
lege credits are only a few of the many benefits that students will receive if they 
enroll in the class. 

“We do some really important stuff. [Students] learn information that comes 
up in college level courses,” Taylor said. “We have a lot of fun; we do a lot of cool 
things that you don’t do in any other class, and I think my students really enjoy it. 
So it’s an all around win.”

Anatomy and Physiology a unique elective option

Heather Abraham on the set of SATV (Lee Myers)
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by Summerly Kelly

This year, Shaler Area High School is attempt-
ing to do something it has never done before; create 
a workshop for students who are passionate about 
writing that may lead to a student run magazine.

The program was started by Mr. Ben Shannon 
and Ms. Georgette Bittner and while the writing 
workshop is currently in its most primitive stages, 
having only one meeting so far consisting of four 
students, Shannon and Bittner have hope that it 
could turn into something extraordinary. 

“The beautiful thing about a writer’s workshop 
is that it doesn’t really require anything but time 
and space. Right now, Miss Bittner and I are…try-
ing to grow something,” Shannon said.

The idea to create this refuge for the creative be-
longs to Bittner. Shannon jumped on board because 
he had a wonderful experience with something 
similar in high school. He was part of a student run 
magazine as an editor, artist and photographer and 
that program stemmed from a writer’s workshop. 

“I’ve always had this idea that I would try to 
grow the language arts community in Shaler to 
the point where it could support a regular writing 
workshop and eventually an award winning maga-
zine,” Shannon said. 

Bittner and Shannon believe that they should 
be supportive of the creative freedoms of the stu-
dents involved.

“To me student run means it can be a lot of 
things. We had our first meeting and we talked about 
a lot of things including getting published, writing 
to grow, experimenting with different styles, get-
ting a lot of feedback…and workshopping. It’s sort 
of just creating this honest environment that lets 
students do whatever they want to do,” Bittner said. 

Shannon said that the high school is a conve-
nient place to meet that will provide an audience 
and a place that writers can stay and share their 
work, and that the school will also offer some le-
gitimacy for funding. 

Shannon hopes that once the program goes into 
full swing, he can get artist, photographers, and any 
other creative minds to eventually become partici-
pants in this program and view the workshop as a 
community. However, in order to make this a pos-
sibility, there must be a dedicated core of students.

This workshop is going to differ from tradi-
tional language arts classes in that everyone in at-
tendance is genuinely interested in writing. 

“I think it has the potential to offer a lot in terms 
of what students actually want to do with their writ-
ing. I’ve studied writing for a long time and I fell in 
love with writing not from writing papers in Eng-
lish class but rather from writing the ways that I 
want to write, and I think that this has the possibil-
ity to afford students that option,” Bittner said. 

The writers will meet every Wednesday to dis-
cuss ideas, read their work, and to get honest feed-
back on their work in an open and non judgmental 
environment.    

Overall, Shannon and Bittner want the even-
tual outcome of this workshop to broaden the hori-
zons for all students interested in the arts through-
out Shaler Area High School.

“The thing that it offers is that it’s an oppor-
tunity to form a community, to be a part of an arts 
community, a creative community,” Shannon said. 

Creative 
writing 
workshop 
taking shape

 Scholarship money available
by Margaret Potter

In high school, students find 
out that the future is expensive, 
regardless of where you’re go-
ing. Scholarships provide students 
with the opportunity to lighten the 
burden of these costs. At the high 
school, there can be between 60 
and 80 scholarships annually. 

“Scholarships provide good 
opportunities for students, espe-
cially for our socioeconomically 
diverse district,” guidance coun-
selor Mr. Mat Anselmino said.

Scholarships are not only 
for students who are going on to 
a four year college. Students go-
ing on to a trade school, technical 
school, or even CCAC are all eli-
gible to apply. 

Scholarships have a varying 
range of who is eligible to apply. 
Some are specific to students in 
economic need, students pursuing 
art, students who are left handed, 
etc.

“The difficulty of the applica-
tion process depends on the schol-
arship that you are applying for. 
Some require more work, while 
others only require an essay,” An-
selmino said.

The scholarship money will 
either directly go to the recipient 
or directly to the school/program 
that the recipient plans on going 
to. This money can be used for tu-
ition, books, etc.

“I’ve heard students outside 
of my door looking at the scholar-
ship board said ‘This one is only 
for five hundred dollars, I’m not 
going to apply for that’. And then 
we have scholarships that no one 
applies for because they don’t 
think it’s enough. When it comes 
to the future, every little bit helps. 
For example, five hundred dollars 
can buy a few books,” Anselmino 
said. 

Scholarship money that is giv-
en can range from $500 to $2,000. 
All scholarships are worth apply-

ing for.
Students can also take it upon 

themselves to find other scholar-
ships on the internet or anywhere 
else. Students can find scholar-
ships at www.scholarships.com, 
and www.scholarshipamerica.
com.  

The only difference with 
scholarships that you find that the 
guidance office does not have on 
the board is the due date. Schol-
arships found through the school 
are due by or before the due date 
given, while scholarships that the 
student independently finds are 
due before the due date is given 
so that the guidance counselor can 
send the student’s transcripts. 

Students can find scholarships 
on the board in the guidance of-
fice, the school website, on the 
guidance office’s twitter, or can 
find other scholarships online. 
Scholarships can be dropped off 
in the guidance office by or before 
2:30 on the deadline day.

by Gabrielle Lazzaro 
 
Whether you’re at school or work, there are up-

sides and downsides to having a relationship with 
someone you see daily. For married teachers, their 
daily relationship happens to occur at both places at 
the same time. At Shaler, Mr. and Mrs. Eskra and Mr. 
and Mrs. Wells are the married couples that deal with 
this situation. 

This is an interesting dynamic to deal with be-
cause being a teacher requires a level of professional-
ism in front of students that isn’t present at other jobs.   

Mr. and Mrs. Eskra began dating when they met 
at Shaler.

“We were just friends for a couple of years and 
then started dating later into teaching here,” Mrs. Es-
kra said. “It was harder to stay professional while dat-
ing than it is now because when you’re dating, you 
could very easily break up. We tried really hard to go 
our separate ways at school.”

This was not easy to do the year the Eskras shared 
a classroom.

“It was awful,” Mr. Eskra said. “I had to tell them 
to never do that again.”

“Let’s just say that wasn’t a very good idea. I like 
things orderly, and he’s okay with chaos. It was caus-
ing little disagreements and it was hard to stay profes-
sional,” Mrs. Eskra said.

Now that the Eskras and Wells are married, they 
don’t see much of each other during the school day.

“We try to stay separate because she has her class-
es, and I have mine. We’re working. We don’t see 
each other that often during the day,” Mr. Eskra said. 

 It’s understandable for them to want time away 
from each other. According to Mrs. Eskra, the couple 
is separate for the commute to and from work as well.

“We don’t drive in together much at all. I take 
Luke, our son, to where he has to be in the morning. 
Mr. Eskra coaches after school, and one of us has to 
pick up Luke,” Mrs. Eskra said. “It’s just easier.”

The Wells have a similar daytime routine.
“Although our rooms are literally across the hall 

from one another, unless I need to ask him something, 
I do not make it a point to hang out with him,” Mrs. 
Wells said. “We try to maintain our distance since we 
do see each other more than other married couples.”

While the couples stay fairly separate on a day to 
day basis, both have had their share of funny occur-

rences.
“About four years ago, Mr. Wells would store 

his lunch in one of the refrigerators in my room. He 
would come in to get it at the end of homeroom. One 
day, as we were talking, it clicked to one girl that we 
were husband/wife as she stated, ‘Oh, you two are 
married…I thought he came in to hit on you every-
day’,” Mrs. Wells said.

The Eskras’ story also involves food.
“A few years ago, Mrs. Eskra made these little 

cheesecake desserts. So I put them in the teacher fac-
ulty refrigerator and I forgot they were there. So she 
was in the room and someone said ‘who left these 
in here, they look so good.’ But by that time, they 
weren’t good anymore. So then she came down in 
my classroom saying, ‘I can’t believe you didn’t eat 
these, I made these for you.’ And I was sitting there 
trying to teach,” Mr. Eskra said. 

Despite all the good things about working togeth-
er and seeing each other every day, there are down-
sides to the situation. 

“In some ways, it is convenient because we have 
the same schedule. When we have off, it’s great be-
cause we can be a family at home with our son. But 
there are disadvantages. When we have to stay late at 
school, we both have to stay late, and we can’t be at 
home with our son,” Mrs. Eskra said. “Also, a lot of 
our discussion revolves around Shaler. It can get to be 
like there’s nothing else to talk about.”

Mrs. Wells agrees.
“There are times when people will group us to-

gether as one. Sometimes others need to realize that 
we are two different people with different personali-
ties and opinions,” she said.

Another obstacle is the possibility of students fa-
voring one teacher over their spouse, which could cre-
ate tensions for a couple.   

“I don’t really like teaching seniors anymore be-
cause she teaches senior economics. I don’t want to 
be compared to her, or her compared to me. I don’t 
think that would be fair to do for either one of us,” 
Mr. Eskra said.

For better or worse, the Wells and Eskras enjoy 
working together at Shaler.

“I think teachers are drawn to each other. I iden-
tify with someone who has also chosen to dedicate 
their life to something I am also passionate about,” 
Mrs. Eskra said.

Married teachers deal with 
unique working situation
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Subject Tutoring 
Is your average being pulled 
down by one grade? 
For more than 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained  

tutors have worked with students to help them master 

the skills they need to truly understand even the  

toughest subjects. 

Here’s how Huntington helps: 

 Programs are tailored to each student's needs 

 Highly trained tutors work individually with stu-
dents 

 Lessons are taught at the student’s pace 

Academic skills 
 Reading 

 Writing 

 Study skills 

 Vocabulary 

 Math 

 Phonics 

 Spelling 

Subject tutoring 
 Pre-algebra 

 Algebra 

 Geometry 

 Trigonometry 

 Pre-Calculus 

 Calculus 

 Earth Science 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

Exam prep 
 SAT 

 PSAT/NMSQT 

 ACT 

 HSPT 

 Advanced  

       Placement (AP) 

 ISEE 

 SSAT 

 SSAT 

 GED 

 ASVAB 

by Ethan Griffin
 
Chances are, your freshman year in high 

school you probably weren’t traveling all over 
the world and getting the opportunity of a life-
time. Sophomore Ryan Landry had an amaz-
ing opportunity when he got the chance to 
travel around the world while playing on the 
Olympic Development team, all for soccer. 
     The Olympic Development team Landry was 
selected to play with and travel with, known as Re-
gion 1, is made up of 15 and 16 year old boys along 
the East coast who excel at soccer in their local 
clubs. They’ve traveled to countries such as Italy 
and Croatia to compete.

When playing on the same team with players 
who are the best where they come from, you are 
expected to always be playing your best game. 
Landry says he gives his best performance each 
game, especially when he and some of his teammates 
could someday be playing soccer in the Olympics.   
     “I was really excited and a little nervous when I 
found out I would be getting the chance to play on the 
team, and compete with kids from all over,” Landry 
said.

Landry says when playing with his teammates for 
the Olympic Development team they don’t get much 
practice together because they are spread all over the 
East Coast and it can be hard to get together. When it 

comes to game time the players seem to almost syn-
chronize and begin to play naturally with each other. 
The team really comes together while traveling all 
over and getting to know each other. 

When playing overseas Landry says it is cool 
and exciting to explore and see new countries 
and see how they play and how the game differs. 
  “The games are a little faster paced, but you adjust 
to the game,” Landry said

Besides playing for the Olympic Development 
team Landry also plays for a local club, Arsenal, 

made up of players from around Pittsburgh and 
also plays for Shaler. He is very involved when it 
comes to playing soccer and being active, citing his 
parents as inspiration to be active and play soccer 
from an early age on.

“My parents have always been my biggest sup-
porters and fans,” Landry said.

During an average week, Landry can put in 
around 8 to 10 hours practicing and playing soccer 
depending on if there are any games that week. He 
said soccer has taught him good time management 
skills when dealing with school, work, and soccer. 
Though he spends most of his time playing and 
practicing soccer, Landry says he never feels bored 
or tired of the game and always tries to find ways to 
improve his game. 

“You get used to a busier schedule and it be-
comes easy to manage after a while,” Landry said.

For his future, Landry said he can imag-
ine a career in soccer. He would have to put in 
a lot of time and work but it’s a possibility. Be-
sides a career in soccer, Landry also said he could 
see himself working with computers and do-
ing video development and web page designing. 
In the upcoming year Landry hopes to get the chance 
to play on the Olympic Development team again 
and travel, and hopes to have a good season with the 
Shaler Titans and improve overall.

Titan of the Month: Ryan Landry

Ryan Landry, left

Matchett is the band director at Seneca Valley High  School, and is also a part 
time trombone professor at Slippery Rock University and a professional trom-
bonist.

Shaler’s students are excited to be performing and look forward to experienc-
ing the event and working with Mr. Hazo.

“I’m looking forward to hearing the band because all of the musicians are so 
talented. And Sam Hazo is really great to work with,” sophomore trumpet player 
Adam Bleil said. 

It’s exciting for the students to meet people from other schools with the same 
interests.  

 “I’m looking forward to learning from Sam Hazo and I like meeting kids 

from other schools,” senior flute player Renee Wanovich said. 
“I like having quality percussion bonding time across schools,” senior per-

cussionist Jake Stretch said. “Sam Hazo does a lot of cool pieces for us.” 
The bands will practice all day in the auditorium on Wednesday, January 

29 and Thursday, January 30. The participants will come to Shaler early in the 
morning and practice together to prepare for the concert that will be held at 7 on 
Thursday night. 

“I’m very excited that SAHS has the opportunity to offer 250 students an 
amazing experience to work with each other and two well-known conductors,” 
Tepshich said.

from page 1
AV Honors band to perform here next week



The Oracle Page 7January 2014

SIGN UP TODAY!  
724-625-3770 • KeanTheatre.com

Proceeds benefit the St. Barnabas Free Care Fund

SINGING  
COMPETITION 

Register Now for Vocal Contest

Youth Preliminary Rounds 
Choose one 

JANUARY 26  •  FEBRUARY 16 
MARCH 2 & 16

Adult Competition 
APRIL 4

Jackie Evancho presented the 
Jackie Evancho Award  

to Paige Hurbanek

You Can Be  
the Next Star!

êê êê ê

By Alexis Werner

A mom, a teacher, and the woman 
behind all things activities, Mrs. Mindy 
Thiel wears quite a few different hats. 

She’s not only a working mother, but 
a working mother with two jobs. On a 
typical weekend she wakes up, makes her 
kids breakfast, drives to swim practice, 
makes them lunch, then the rest of the 
day is dedicated to attending any and all 
activities at the high school. Her husband 
travels a lot for business, so a lot of the 
time she takes care of the kids by herself.

Thiel grew up in Shaler with her 
mom, dad, and older brother. During high 
school she was equally as involved in the 
community as she is now. In high school 
she was a part of just about everything.  
She was on the Cheerleading squad, base-
ball manager, basketball manager, national honor so-
ciety, talent show, homecoming, SADD, and ski club 
which she admits didn’t end well.

After high school, she attended Penn State Uni-
versity, studying secondary education with a special-
ization in Social Studies. Surprisingly, she wasn’t 
involved in anything in college.

“I focused on my studies and worked 40 hours 
a week at a restaurant to help pay for tuition.” Thiel 
said.

Thiel decided to work towards her Master’s De-
gree at Carlow University. Her majors were in Lead-
ership and Principal. 

In high school she couldn’t wait to get out of 
Shaler. However, when she entered the workforce 
and saw what was out there, she was drawn back to 
her roots. 

“During my student teaching experience, I saw 

what was offered ru-
rally from student 
teaching by my school 
(PSU) and didn’t like 
it. For instance, (stu-
dents) could take five 
days a year to go hunt-
ing. I didn’t like be-
ing so separated from 

a city. When I student 
taught at the Pittsburgh Public Schools I had to go 
through metal detectors which wasn’t what I want-
ed,” Thiel said. 

The culture and location of Shaler pulled her 
back in. Shaler is close enough to the city but far 
enough away. The students are more inclusive and 
helpful than at many other schools. Thiel saw that 
and wanted to be a part of it.

“I like that we’re not exclusive. You can join 
anything and the students in that group will show you 
around. We are all equal,” Thiel said.

A normal school day for her consists of teaching 
AP European History in the morning, and planning 
things like the Powder Puff Game, Homecoming, 
and the Presents for Patients during the afternoon. 
You can often find her desk covered in AP Euro tests 
while she’s watching weird YouTube videos about 
King Louis XVI and on the phone with the t-shirt 
company ordering Shaler merchandise.  

However, she does not let any of her jobs affect 
her ability to perform each individually. 

Her definition of a good teacher is a person who 
is firm but fair. That’s how she was raised, with strict 
rules but the rules were always in her best interest. 
But being a good teacher wasn’t enough for Thiel. 

After seven of years teaching social studies, Mrs. 
Fisher retired and Thiel took on the job of Activities 
irector. 

“When you are a teacher you have the same day 
every day. When you are the activities director you 
can help students with different kinds of problems 
outside of the classroom,” Thiel explained.

Her future goal is to help others. As a profession-
al, she wants to get more students involved. 

 “We do offer a lot. The kids who say ‘this place 
stinks’ aren’t involved. If you don’t take the chance 
to get involved you won’t get the experience,” Thiel 
explained.

Her job doesn’t stop at 2:30. When she gets 
home she puts on the third, most important hat-mom. 
Thiel is a mother of two toddlers Nolan, 6 and Macy, 
4. She is heavily involved with their schooling and 
she wants to raise them to be involved and care about 
others.

 Whether she’s feeding her kids, planning home-
coming, teaching AP Euro, or watching the shopping 
network, Thiel does a great job juggling everything 
and is an asset to the Shaler community.

Thiel balances the demands of many jobs

Mrs. Mindy Thiel

By Summerly Kelly

On January 17 various students from both AP European history and the 
Holocaust course embarked on a journey to Washington DC to visit monu-
ments around the city. The main focus of the trip was the Holocaust museum. 
The Holocaust museum field trip is a tradition that Shaler Area High school 
had adopted for many years prior to this journey. 

Both Miss Catlyn Kriston, the current teacher of the Holocaust course, 
and students in attendance agreed that the trip was the quintessential aspect 
of the course and much needed to develop a richer understanding of what oc-
curred in Nazi occupied Europe during WWII. 

“I think knowing what I know about people who haven’t taken a course 
like this, I think a trip to the museum is valuable for anyone no matter what 
your knowledge of the holocaust is…It really leaves a mark on you and can 
change your life. I think every kid should get there if they can,” Kriston said.

The museum offered informational material in chronological order start-
ing at the top floor with Hitler’s rise to power and ending at the last floor with 
the liberation of the death camps and the Nuremberg trials. Some of the more 
personal and sobering exhibits included personal belongings of death camp 
prisoners, an actual cattle car used to carry prisoners to death camps, replicas 
of ovens used to burn the bodies of dead prisoners, and an entire room full of 
shoes belonging to prisoners of Auschwitz, the largest death camp used during 
the Holocaust.

It was these particular exhibits that most students believed hit home the 
hardest.

 “You can actually look at it and what went through my head was, ‘these 
were someone’s things. This was someone’s suitcase and someone walked in 
those shoes,” Kasey McComb, a senior and student of the holocaust said. 

Senior Danielle Roger explained that her personal connection to the Holo-
caust made the experience more compelling.

“The holocaust is a subject that’s really emotional for me because my oma, 
which is German for grandma, lived in Germany during the Holocaust and she 
hid a Jewish family,” Roger said. “She really doesn’t like talking about it. I 
wouldn’t either to be honest. It’s a very emotional and hard topic for anyone.”

The general consensus regarding the trip was that it took the concept of 
the Holocaust that students study in class and made it into something tangible. 

Visit to Holocaust museum 
an eye opening experience 

Cont. on page 8

“(Shaler offers) a lot. The kids who say 
‘this place stinks’ aren’t involved. If you 
don’t take the chance to get involved you 
won’t get the experience.”
                                    -- Mrs. Thiel
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By Kayla  Snyder 
It’s not about the lights, cameras, or action of be-

ing on television that drives broadcast journalists to 
pursue their career. The underlying passion for their 
job makes everything worthwhile for them. 

Essentially, what broadcast journalism becomes 
is a social way to connect viewers of that station to 
what is going on in the real world. Broadcasters report 
breaking news, traffic, weather conditions and stories 
that affect thousands every day.

“You don’t like to think of yourself too much as a 
journalist. At the root of it, you’re a storyteller. You’re 
telling people stories they want to be interested in,” 
WPXI news reporter Brandon Hudson said. 

In this field, journalists inform the community of 
breaking news and get down to the base of what re-
ally happened. In order to obtain this information, they 
have to communicate with all different kinds of people 
and ultimately get the word out about what is going on. 

“It’s about telling stories that matter to the com-
munity.  That doesn’t just mean crime and negative 
news.  There are a lot of amazing people doing won-
derful things, and so often they go unnoticed.  It’s our 
job to share those stories,” WPXI morning news re-
porter Katherine Amenta said. 

“We educate the public as to what’s going on in 
their community, the world or in politics, things they 
need to know that might be health related. We dispense 
important information to keep people educated,” 
WPXI news anchor Peggy Finnegan said. 

Due to the news changing every day, reporters are 
always on call for different stories. There is something 
new for them every day. As a broadcaster, dedication 
to the career and being open to learning about differ-
ent topics is required. Broadcasting is a career where 
sensitivity cannot keep broadcasters from completing 
their work for that day. 

“It’s a fast paced job where every day is something 
new and different.  You’re constantly learning,” WPXI 
reporter Jennifer Tomazic said.

Broadcast journalists work by deadlines. Every 
day the clock becomes an enemy to them. A huge part 

of the job is to beat the clock and make the daily dead-
lines. 

“One of the toughest things working against me 
everyday is the clock.  I have to be prepared with an 
edited, valid, well-thought out story every day by 
noon.  I also have live shots every half hour in the 
mornings,” KDKA reporter Heather Abraham said. 

Being a part of this career field takes a lot of sacri-
fice. Broadcasters dedicate weekends, holidays, early 
mornings, and late nights to bring the news to the tele-
vision at home every day of the week.

“The hours include holidays, weekends, over-
nights, growing pains on tv for all to see and moving 
around a lot.  It’s definitely a commitment that takes 
sacrifice,” Amenta said.

Starting out, a must is to graduate from college 
with a degree in broadcast journalism. Following that, 
aspiring broadcasters need to put themselves out there 
and become known in some way. 

“Breaking into television can be a challenge. I 
started in a very small market and climbed up from 
there. A student just graduating from college will not 
be hired for an on-camera job in a big city,” WTAE 
reporter Matt Belanger said.

Most broadcast journalists say the best part of 
their career is being able to inspire. They work count-
less hours on stressful projects and the best kind of 
gratitude they can receive back is knowing they in-
spired someone. 

“I love that I can make a difference. Our stories 
can spark change, reaction and public service. Seeing 
people help each other is rewarding. Often times after 
a story airs (about those in need) we see viewers step 
forward and help those who need it most,” WTAE re-
porter Kelly Brennan said.

Being a part of something as broad as journalism 
makes them realize they’ve accomplished what they 
wanted to do with their lives. 

“It’s fast paced and very satisfying when you feel 
you accomplished something to help the greater good, 
every day,” WPXI Morning Traffic Anchor & Report-
er Trisha Pittman said. 

Broadcast journalism a fast-paced career

“I think it’s much more impactful to see 
the uniforms that they wore and just to see ar-
tifacts, it really takes what we’ve learned to a 
whole new level,” Kriston said. 

It is a level that made a lasting impression 
on the students. 

 “You look around and see how small the 
train car is and you think, ‘How many people 
were in here? How many people died in this 
train car? And I’m in it right now,” Roger said. 

“There was just one hallway that was full 
of shoes, and the smell of leather just hit you 
and I will never ever forget that smell as long 
as I live,” McComb said. 

The one outstanding message that each 
person in attendance walked away with was to 
recognize the dehumanization of people and to 
stop genocide. 

“The thing that I don’t understand is how 
we’re letting this go on today. We look back 
and think, ‘why didn’t we do anything to stop 
this?’ Roger said. “But we’re letting genocide 
go on today. History does repeat itself and it’s 
disgusting to think about.” 

Students visit the 
Holocaust Museum
from page 7

Holocaust museum in Washington D.C.
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SPORTS
Water Polo team plans in the works
Morgan Harris selected for Olympic Develoment Program

by Jennifer Sheets

Water Polo is an up and com-
ing sport that the Shaler Area 
Swim Club has just added to the 
list of athletics one can participate 
in. Practices are held at the Scott 
Avenue Aquatic Center every Fri-
day night. 

Shaler will be participating in 
a Spring Water Polo League and 
hopes to have a full co-ed Varsity 
team as well as a Middle School 
team. 

“Plans are being made for a 
summer league and it would be 
awesome to get a full roster of 
boys and girls for Varsity next 
year,” Scott Harris, father of 
swimmer Morgan Harris, said. 

With middle school students 
coming up and a strong base of 
a team the past couple years, the 
future of Varsity Water Polo looks 
promising. 

“Ending last season, I was op-

timistic of the middle school level 
and club team growing and what 
they could do in the future as they 
step up their competition level. All 
the kids were doing great, improv-
ing and most importantly seemed 
like they were enjoying their new 
sport,” team member Morgan 
Harris said. 

Currently there are four stu-
dents at the high school who play: 
Hannah Crawford, Jeremy Wake-
ley, Connor Maroni, and Morgan 
Harris. 

Crawford, Wakeley, Maroni, 
and Harris have played together 
for a few years on a co-ed team 
sponsored by North Allegheny. 
The team has traveled as far as the 
US Naval Academy, in Annapo-
lis, Maryland, to compete. In fact, 
Wakeley, Maroni, and Harris were 
all awarded Varsity letters. 

Last month, Wakeley and Har-
ris were selected to travel to Con-
necticut to try out for an Olympic 

Development Program (ODP) to 
become a part of the North East 
Zone team. Wakeley was unable 
to attend the tryouts, however 
Harris was. Harris was selected to 
be a member of this elite group. 

“The ODP training so far has 
been great,” Harris said. “I am 
very fortunate to be a part of the 
North Eastern Zone team and to 
be getting the chance to play with, 
and be coached by the best in the 
region.” 

A few weekends ago, Harris 
was at the US Naval Academy 
training for the opportunity to 
travel to Texas to compete in Na-
tionals in March.  

Water Polo presents a lot of 
different opportunities. If you’re 
good enough you could be se-
lected to play at an Olympic level. 
Also, scholarships are sometimes 
offered to students who play the 
sport. 

by Justin Jockel
Both swimming teams are in a great position 

currently, with the boys and girls both having re-
cords over .500, standing at 4-3 as of January 15. 
The players and coaches are very happy with how 
the season is going. 

“Right now the swimmers are right on sched-
ule with how we’ve expected them to perform. 
The upperclassmen are swimming equal to, or just 
ahead, with how they finished last season. The 
freshmen have been a pleasant surprise as to their 
performance,” Head Coach Keith Simmons said.

Even though it is not even half way through 
the season, Simmons said he is happy with what 
the swimmers have accomplished so far this year. 

“We’ve had several individual WPIAL cuts 
and we’ve qualified 5 of our 6 relays,” Simmons 
said. 

Senior Morgan Harris is confident in the 
team’s ability to keep improving. 

“We are off to a pretty good start with more 
wins than losses right now, so we look to remain 
strong throughout the entire season,” Harris said. 

Shaler’s wins this year have come against 
Baldwin, Butler, Fox Chapel, and Penn Hills, with 
its losses coming against Montour, North Hills, 
and Penn Trafford. In fact, it is the first time in 
nearly twenty years that the girls swim team has 
been able to win 4 or more matches. Harris said 
that the two losses were close, hard fought match-
es that could have been wins. 

“We could have defeated North Hills; they 
were just able to beat us. All of our losses have 
been decided by one or two races,” Harris said.

The team swims thousands of yards a week 
in practice and Harris feels that the practices are 
helping with positive results. 

“We put a lot of time into the pool and it is 
great to see if paying off,” Harris said.

However, Simmons says he doesn’t judge 
his swimmers by their practices or their win-loss 
record, but rather by how they progress over the 
course of the season.

“The coaches judge our swimmers by their im-
provement from week to week. We’ve seen plenty 
to be happy with,” Simmons said. 

COLLEGE IS EXPENSIVE. LET THE GUARD PAY 

National Guard soldiers are full-time students and 
members of the community that assist in times of 

need. Go to college for free while you serve. 

 100% TUITION FOR COLLEGE 

 ROTC SCHOLARSHIPS 

 EXTRA CASH 

Jeremy Wakeley (far left) and Morgan Harris (back right). 

Swimming teams 
enjoy indivdual 
and team success

Boys Basketball
February 7th vs. Pine Richland
Kevin Mincher,  Zach Weaver

Austin Critchlow,  Jake Mathias

Girls Basketball
February 5th vs. Pine Richland

Carly Harris, Abbey Conrad
Paige Quinn

Bowling
February 19th vs. Gateway

Brandon Wertz,  Aaron Acierno

Wrestling
February 5th vs. Woodland Hills

Nico D’Amico,  Austin Heinl

Hockey
January 28th vs. Seneca Valley

Mason Werry,  Ian Zacharias
Ryan Boch,  Luke Grossman

Pat Carlson,  Matt Hedderman
Matt Bour,  Corey Novak

Peter Fisher, Pat Boyle

Swimming
February 13th vs. Pine Richland

Megan George,  Emily Liptak
Molly Powers,  Alex Gercak

Morgan Harris, Connor Maroni
Jake Pawlak

Senior Nights
Make sure you mark your calendar and come out to      

support all of the senior athletes on their senior night!
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by Justin Jockel

The boys’ basketball season is not going the way the team 
had planned. Shaler currently stands at 2-13, with a conference 
record of 0-8 as of January 20. Shaler’s two wins came in the 
Plum Tournament and Gateway Hoops Classic Tournament, 
respectively. Despite the rough season Shaler is having, Coach 
Brian Bibey feels the team can finish the season on a high note. 

“We just need to stay committed to getting better each day- 
take it one practice or game at a time. Wins and losses aside, we 
have to stay committed to improving even when the score is not 
in our favor,” Bibey said. 

Junior Justin Duffy also feels the team can turn the season 
around.

“We can push through and forget about each loss. We need 
to come into each game with the mindset that we can compete 
with any team in the WPIAL and play our hardest,” Duffy said. 

If the team hopes to turn its season around, it needs to do it 
quickly. Shaler will play all conference games for the rest of the 
season. However, Bibey says it is not about wins and losses, it 
is more about the player’s improvement throughout the season.

“We don’t pay as much attention to our record as we do our-
selves. It’s about getting better each day to become the best team 
we can,” Bibey said. 

From mid-December heading into January, all but two regu-
lar season games were lost by less than 25 points. Duffy says he 
just tries to look for at what his team has done right rather than 
what the team has done wrong. 

“As a team, we try to look for positives this season and want 
to play our hardest for our final games,” Duffy said.

Two big games Shaler lost over that span were games to 
New Castle and Hampton, the top two teams in the WPIAL, by 
more than 40 points. Even though the team has been struggling, 
Bibey is still seeing many positive things on the court.

“The biggest positive has been the fact that the kids continue 
to work hard and are committed to getting better every day,” 
Bibey said. 

The rest of regular season shapes out with a game against 
Hampton tonight, followed by North Hills on Tuesday. Then the 
team goes on the road against New Castle and Butler on the  
road. Shaler closes out the season against Pine Richland at home 
on February 7. 

by Luke Grossman

It is remarkable to think that a team can 
play as well as the Shaler Titans girls basket-
ball team and not be in first place in their sec-
tion.  But that is just the situation that head 
coach Neal Martin’s crew find themselves in 
at the moment.

The Lady Titans had to prove themselves 
early as their first exhibition, a tournament 
game, came against Norwin.  

Norwin is a very talented team that cur-
rently sits second in its section, but Shaler 
was able to win 49-46.  The girls held their 
composure and looked very comfortable.

“It just showed that we matured.  We 
were able to keep our composure,” senior 
Paige Quinn said.  “They were still close 
games but instead of losing them we came 
out on top.”

They would go on to win out the tourna-
ment as well as the next seven games, defeat-
ing section rivals North Hills, Seneca Valley, 
and Oakland Catholic along the way.  

On January 9 however the North Allegh-
eny Tigers came to town and handed the Ti-
tans their first regular season loss.

Just four days later the team had an op-
portunity to rebound against Pine Richland 
and they took advantage, defeating the Rams 

56-44.
Shaler will have a tough road ahead as 

seven of their final nine games will be sec-
tion matchups.  They will have the opportu-
nity for redemption on February 3 when they 
travel to North Allegheny High School for a 
rematch against the Tigers.

This year’s team is led by its core group 
of seniors: Paige Quinn, Abbey Conrad and 
Carly Harris.  Harris recently committed to 
play college basketball at the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County and will com-
pete out of the America East Conference.  
This decision is usually a difficult one for 
many young athletes, but it came easy 
enough for Harris.

“I developed a good relationship with the 
coach.  When they asked me to visit I knew 
that it was the place for me,” Harris said

The team will conclude the season on 
February 6 against Pine Richland and, be-
fore heading into playoffs, will take part in 
the Shady Side Academy Shootout.

 Once in playoffs the girls feel like they 
have an opportunity to make a run at the 
championship.

“We definitely know what it takes to get 
to that point,” Quinn said. “We know the 
work we need to put in.  It takes a lot of dedi-
cation.”

Girls basketball team hoping to build on early success

Abbey Conrad advances the ball vs Penn Hills (Shaler Journal)

Titans trying to focus 
on positives in season

Wrestlers shine in tournaments

Austin Heinl wrestling against Plum. (Shaler Journal)

 The wrestling team 
is off to a slow start to its 
season. After losing its first 
two matches to North Hills 
and Hampton, it traveled to 
West Mifflin for a tourna-
ment. Shaler took 3rd place 
out of 31 schools.
 ‘We are not doing 
so well in matches, but we 
seem to click on all cylinders 
in big tournaments,” senior 
captain Nico D’Amico said.
 In its next tourna-
ment at Slippery Rock, 
senior Austin Heinl took 3rd 
place for Shaler to help the 
Titans place 4th out of 15 
teams. Heinl hopes he can 
get to WPIALS and win 3 
matches there.
 “We have had a good 

deal of success at tournaments 
because we have some really 
good individual wrestlers,” 
head coach Drew D’Agastino 
said. “When we have a day 
meet we have to give up 3 
or sometimes even 4 weight 
classes to forfeit.”
 The Titans main con-
cern has been all the injuries 
they have to face. Sophomore 
Logan Heinl injured his knee 
in a match and will not return 
this season. 
 “Our main goal is to 
finish healthy. Right now we 
have 3 very good athletes out 
with injury,” D’Agastino said. 
“We would really like to take 
6 wrestlers to WPIALS and 
qualify at least one wrestler 
to states. Last year we had an 
athlete miss going to states by 
one match.”

 Shaler will face off 
against Woodland Hills on 
February 5 for senior night 
at the Shaler Area Middle 
School. Heinl and D’Amico 
will wrestle in their last 
match as a Shaler Titan.
 “I think Nico and 
Austin are good leaders 
and its going to be weird 
not having them around 
anymore,” sophomore Jake 
Hartman said. 
 Sophomore Mike 
Heinl took 1st place at the 
Allegheny County tourna-
ment at Fox Chapel this 
past weekend, but most 
wrestlers for the Titans are 
more focused on states than 
anything.
 “My goal is to go 
to states and hope to be one 
of the best wrestlers in PA,” 
Heinl said. 

by Cameron Bildhauer
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by Cameron Bildhauer

The hockey team has rebounded after a rough 
start to the season, and now have its eyes on the 
playoffs. Sophomore Austin Martz had a five goal 
night in a recent 11-6 victory over Norwin. This 
big win boosted everyone’s confidence on the 
team as they close in on playoffs.

 “It’s always good to get a couple of goals in a 
game, but I had no idea I would be lucky enough 
to score 5 so it was a bit overwhelming for me,” 
Martz said. “Anytime you get a goal it is good for 
your confidence, but you can only hope you can 
keep scoring in the next couple games as well.” 

Shaler is still a few games out of the playoff 
hunt so they will need to get some more wins late 
in the season. 

“I think the playoffs are in our future as long 
as we keep playing as a team,” senior goaltender Ian 
Zacharias said. “I think I have been playing a lot bet-
ter lately, and I hope I can be a huge part to a success-
ful end to the season.” 

Senior center Luke Grossman currently leads the 
team in points, and senior Matthew Bour leads all 
defensemen on the team.

“Knowing that I can be a part of the scoring as 
well as playing great defense for my team gives me 
a lot of confidence and makes me a better puck han-
dler,” Bour said. 

Sometimes a loss can turn into positive things 
for a team. After an 8-5 loss to State College, Shaler 
earned three tough wins in a row to open up the eyes 

of upcoming opponents. One of those victories was 
an 8-5 win over Upper Saint Clair, in which Senior 
Partick Boyle buried an empty netter for his first ca-
reer goal.

“I have been trying so hard to get a goal since 
freshman year, and as a senior to finally get it off 
of my chest felt really good,” Boyle said. “I never 
would have scored it though if it wasn’t for the great 
pass from Ficorilli.”

Zahcarias made a season high 36 saves on 41 
shots in the 8-5 victory over Upper Saint Clair. 

“When our goaltender is playing really well in 
net it makes it a lot easier on the defensemen, but 
we still have to play our game. It does allow me to 

step up on offense and try to score 
when I can trust my goalie,” Bour 
said. “Offenses create highlight 
reels, but defense and goaltend-
ing wins championships, so my 
main focus needs to be helping 
the goaltender.”

Coach Curt Hetz has similar 
thoughts as he believes his de-
fense will need to be strong to get 
them in the playoffs and make a 
long run.

“What we need to do as a 
team is commit to strong defen-
sive play that minimizes the num-
ber of good scoring opportunities 
in our end of the ice,” Hetz said. 
“Doing so will help us keep our 

goals against down and give us a chance to win each 
night.”

Shaler will face some tough teams in the next 
month or so, with the biggest game coming against 
the powerhouse of Central Catholic on February 18th 
at the Bladerunners in Harmarville. Central was suc-
cessful earlier in the year against the Titans with a 
9-1 victory. 

“We will head into the last stretch of the sea-
son trying to separate ourselves from the middle of 
the pack,” Grossman said. “The importance of ev-
ery game is raised because two points could be the 
separation between making it into playoffs as the 12th 
seed or the 6th seed.”

by Cameron Bildhauer and 
Luke Grossman 

Who to trade

Matt Niskanen
Clearly a young puck-moving 

defenseman is not what the Penguins 
need most at the moment.  Niskanen 
could pull some significant trade bait 
come the deadline, much like Alex 
Goligoski did in 2011.  They could 

move him to a team right on the play-
off border looking to patch up their 3rd 
defensive unit in a last ditch effort to 
make playoffs.  Shero may be able to 
use him to swing a deal for a gritty 3rd 

liner.Simon Despres
Despres has already been hurdled 

on the depth chart by Olli Maatta and 
will soon be hurdled by Derrick Pou-
liot, Brian Dumoulin, and Scott Har-
rington.  There are several other teams 
in a rebuilding stage and looking for 
a top young defensive prospect.  The 
Pens may pair him up with a draft pick 
and send him to a team that is looking 
to rebuild in exchange for a 2nd or 3rd 
line winger.

Brooks Orpik
While Orpik has been one of the 

league’s most solid defensive defen-
semen for several years, his physical 
style has started to take a toll on his 
body.  Not to mention the Penguins 
could clear up $3.75 million by trading 
the 33 year old blue-liner.  They could 
look to send him to the west (and keep 
his shoulders far away from Sid and 
Geno) in exchange for a top six scorer.  

Jussi Jokinen
It is clear to everyone that what the 

Penguins need most is a top six scoring 
forward or a gritty bottom six.  Jokinen 
fits neither of these roles.  Brought in 
as an emergency replacement for an 
injured Sid heading into playoffs he had 
served his role well but there just isn’t 
a spot for him on this squad.  He might 
serve a team better who is looking for 
a faceoff and penalty killing specialist.

Kris Letang
Ok.  While this is HIGHLY unlikely 
it would be interesting to see what the 
Penguins could get for the 3 time first 
team all-star.  His value only increases 
now that he is signed to a long con-
tract.  There is no questioning that he 
is one of, if not the, best skater in the 
NHL and a very talented scorer, but his 
production has decreased in each of his 
last four seasons.  He has also signed 
a huge contract and by trading him 
would open up a large amount of cap.    

Who  to receive

Matt Moulson
Gritty forward with a sick-wrister finds 
chemistry with a superstar and his point 
production blows up.  Sound familiar?  
Penguins fans have watched this hap-
pen with both James Neal and Evgeni 
Malkin and Sidney Crosby and Pascal 
Dupuis.  Dupuis and Crosby have some 
of the best chemistry in the NHL today.  
With Dupuis sidelined for the year, Matt 
Moulson, who played alongside John 
Tavares in New York, could fit right 
in on the top line.  Both Moulson and 
Dupuis play similar styles, Moulson 
however has a better shot.  With a cap hit 
of $3.13 million and 3 years remaining 
either him or Dupuis could slide to the 
3rd line whenever they are both healthy.

Dany Heatley
This could be a line that every coach 
and fan dreams about.  Crosby and his 
phenomenal hands and hockey I.Q. in 
the middle, Chris Kunitz’s grit on the 
left side, and one of the best shots in 
hockey history in Dany Heatley on the 
right.  Although he has a cap hit of about 
$6 million, the former 50 goal scorer 
could once again boast incredible statis-
tics with Crosby feeding him the puck.

Anton Khudobin
With three talented goaltenders in Caro-
lina, the Canes 
cou ld  look  to 
move one.  Anton 
Khudobin will 
most likely draw 
the short straw 
and have to pack 
his bags.  He was 
competing with 
Justin Peters and 
Cam Ward for the 
roster spot and it 
has looked like 
they will stick the 
other two.  Khu-
dobin is still a tal-
ented goaltender 
and Jeff Zatkoff 
will most likely 
not be able to 
get the job done 
if Fleury falters 
in the playoffs 
once again.  Not 
to mention what 
could happen if 
Fleury were to 
go down with an 
injury.  Carolina 
is definitely look-

ing for prospects and Shero could try 
to get the Canes to pair Khodobin with 
Manny Malhotra to sit on the third line.   

Max Talbot
Heading into a playoff race the Ava-
lanche would love to secure a vet-
eran shut-down defenseman.  She-
ro may be able to able to give up 
Orpik in exchange for former Penguin 
Max Talbot.  Talbot’s grittiness and 
clutch play would come in handy for 
the ailing Pen’s bottom six forwards 
late in the season and in playoffs. 

Trade deadline ideas for the Penguins to consider

Ice hockey team shooting for the playoffs

Cam Bardsley shoots the puck (Shaler Journal)
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by Alexis Werner

As your average Shaler student, Ian Terry never 
expected what his future had in store for him. Terry, a 
2009 graduate, left his, as he calls it, “Shaler bubble” 
to face two new challenges: The Big Brother house 
and Tulane University in New Orleans. 

His time at Shaler was well spent.  Terry’s course 
load was more difficult than most.

 “I took AP classes; AP Chemistry with Ms. Rob-
ins, Pitt Calculus, Honors Physics with Mr. Davis, 
and AP Economics,” Terry said.

Over the past three years Terry’s knowledge of 
the world changed completely. 

“You know that there is a lot more out there than 
what’s inside of the Shaler bubble; you don’t know 
much else but when you move to a different city you 
get a lot of different life stories from people all over. 
I’ve met someone from almost every state and you 
hear about different ways of life,” he said.

Going to Hollywood, or “Hollyweird” as he calls 
it, Terry learned how reality shows were made. 

“The house isn’t a real house; it’s a metal box 
with auditorium lights. It’s almost completely artifi-
cial, and it’s much smaller than it looks. The first few 
weeks it’s almost like a sound stage. Then after a few 
weeks it starts to feel more like a home and you get 
accustomed to it.”

In 2012 he won the Big Brother title and a 
$500,000 prize. Terry paid $200,000 worth of taxes, 
paid off his student loans, and is using the rest of the 
money to take small vacations.

He not only got a prize, but also some fame. 
“The show has a huge fan base. I’ve had people 

contact me through social media and email. I got out 
of the Big Brother House and I had 45,000 followers 
on Twitter. People coming up to me after the show 
and asking for a photo or autograph is kind of weird. 
Sometimes I have to step back and say, ‘Oh yeah I 
did that. I was there’,” Terry said. 

Although the Big Brother fans loved Terry, he 
explains how some people from the show are not so 

popular. 
“A lot of people will have their opin-

ion. I was lucky to have the comedic light. 
It could be that sometimes people aren’t 
liked. I know people this season were mak-
ing remarks that they shouldn’t have made 
and people had their opinions. It’s a huge 
risk because [the producers] can edit it any-
way they want. So there could be chunks 
cut out of it, and it could be edited into 
something completely different than what 
it was. It changes the context completely.”

After Big Brother he returned to Tu-
lane University to continue his engineering 
degree, but when he got there the culture 
opened his eyes to a whole new world. 

Terry compares his time at home to 
his current home in New Orleans at Tulane 
University.

 “Growing up in Shaler, you’re exposed 
to a wide variety of people. Going to Tulane 
there is a bunch of pretty bookish people 
who were privileged growing up and there 
is pretty few and far between anything else. 
With Shaler, you get varied interests and 
socioeconomic levels.”

That’s not the only difference be-
tween New Orleans and Pittsburgh. 

“New Orleans is completely different. Right now 
I am wearing shorts and a tee shirt and it is 70 de-
grees. New Orleans people stay up late; it’s a late 
night kind of town. Pittsburgh is on a fixed schedule. 
New Orleans is a little more laid back but still really 
busy. There’s always a lot going on, but the time at 
which you have to do it is a lot more relaxed. For 
instance if someone says they want to meet you at a 
restaurant at 1pm that really means they will be there 
somewhere between 1:00 and 1:15.” Terry explained.

 The food is diverse as well. 
 “New Orleans is one of the best food cities in the 

country and a lot spicier, but I still miss Pittsburgh 
pierogies,” Terry said.

One piece of advice he has for his former student 

body is to do well in school. 
“I highly recommend doing well in your classes. 

Remember that it’s ok to have fun and a good time 
just make sure academics are always first. Try hard to 
get into a good school.” 

His advice for seniors: “study something you 
like and make sure it’s marketable. If you really like 
English that’s cool but what are you going to do with 
an English degree? So think about getting education 
major as well. Study what you love but have a plan 
of what you want to do with it.” 

As for Terry’s future he will be looking for a job 
in the engineering field, and if asked to come back 
a second time he will go back into the Big Brother 
House.

Shaler graduate learning from experiences

Ian Terry (Terry)

Denver

“Big Brother” star winner has seen life in Shaler, Hollywood and New Orleans


